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ABSTRACT —>

The present research intends to investigate the effect of ERIC online thesaurus
related to ERIC database on term selection and search results from user interaction
with thesaurus structure. The research method is experimental and the research
population is the students of faculty of psychology and education of Tehran
University in M.S. Course in 2007.

In pre-test, the experimental group searched their considered keywords and the
control group searched their own too. After a week in post-test, experimental group
used ERIC thesaurus for their term selection but the control group used the same key
words as previous. Data collection was performed by means of Track4Win software
in excel file and then researcher compared them by means of precision formula,
Ratio test and t-test. The test results show that in a = 0.05 and df=7 using Main
Terms (MT) have not changed the retrieval precision and search time in databases. It
IS necessary to say that this result is not because of using thesaurus mains terms, but
because of the sameness of user's keywords to thesaurus main terms. Using Broader
Terms (BT) decreased the retrieval precision and increased search time in database,
using Narrower Terms (NT) has increased retrieval precision, but has not changed

search time of searching in database and using Related Terms (RT) has not changed

the retrieval precision, but has increased search time in databases.

Keywords. information retrieval, databases, online thesauri, relevance, precision
/ ratio, search, search Time
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