In The Name of God
The Compassionate

The Merciful



J:U: l(-"‘/'/;

eSS DMpazs g e
@Lw" pole g Slool saSisls

eSS 09,5

oS3 0l Ghjgel aidy po adl (cwlid IS azy0 35 cga aab LL

‘_9-,-’-’ upLu}‘ )4)9.0-" u“-’b —)g.oi uw‘é ‘)3“°T Wl.g — ado 0 ‘\'b"‘) )“"’L’ )
55 > ib g Al SO 1ol Gl &S jLike 5 (DS

'M‘) QL}Lw‘
W Lol S

:)BL&.O Slw!
2SS (hhl 59 S0

PN 9 Antd
03l gy ol 4

TR

172



Abstract in Farsi
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Abstract

This mixed-methods study examined the effect of teacher-student rapport and student-student
rapport, on classroom sense of community and the classroom engagement of high school
English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners in Zabol, Iran. The quantitative phase utilized
self-report scales to assess the participants' (n = 300) engagement, rapport, and sense of
community. Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) analysis revealed that teacher-student
rapport, student-student rapport, and sense of community significantly predicted academic
engagement. Additionally, teacher-student rapport and student-student rapport positively
predicted the development of a sense of community, which in turn mediated the relationships
between rapport and engagement. The qualitative phase involved semi-structured interviews
with a subsample of 20 EFL learners to gain a deeper understanding of their experiences and
perceptions. Thematic analysis of the interview data corroborated the quantitative findings,
highlighting the pivotal role of positive interpersonal relationships and a strong sense of
community in fostering student engagement in the EFL classroom. Specifically, the participants
described how teacher-student rapport, characterized by emotional support, respect, and
personalized attention, as well as student-student rapport, marked by peer collaboration, social
connections, and mutual support, contributed to their sense of belonging, shared goals, and
collective identity within the classroom community. These factors, in turn, were perceived to
enhance their levels of participation, motivation, focus, and academic performance. The
findings of this study underscore the importance of cultivating a classroom environment that
nurtures positive teacher-student and student-student relationships, while also promoting a
strong sense of community, as these elements are crucial for enhancing the engagement and
academic success of high school EFL learners. The insights gained from this investigation can
inform instructional practices and the development of targeted interventions to support student

engagement in the EFL context.
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