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Abstract

Countries' efforts to increase national income and welfare, if not accompanied by
environmental considerations, will result in irreparable losses, including rapid climate
change and environmental degradation. Therefore, in recent years, much attention has
been paid to the quality and sustainability of the environment at the national and
supranational levels. Many governments have realized that they cannot see
environmental performance solely related to economic development and not pay
attention to other aspects of development, especially social development. At the global
level, the need to improve environmental aspects and human development is one of
the most important issues being discussed and examined. Also, income inequality in
the economy can have different effects and consequences. Income inequality from
different channels, including social demand, affects the quality of the environment.
Income inequality can affect economic and environmental behaviors by changing
consumer preferences. And finally, one of the prerequisites for achieving sustainable
growth and development is the existence of efficient financial institutions and
institutional quality.

This research sought to investigate and study the effects of income inequality,
human development, and institutional quality on the environment in Iran during the
period 1363-1402 using the Nonlinear Autoregressive Approach with Wide Intervals
(NARDL) model. In this research, the dependent variable was the ecological footprint
and the independent variables were income inequality, human development, and
institutional quality... The results obtained from the model estimation showed that the
human development index has a positive and significant effect on environmental
degradation. Also, income inequality has a positive and significant effect on
environmental degradation. And finally, institutional quality has a positive and
significant effect on environmental degradation.

Keywords: Ecological footprint, human development, institutional quality, and

income inequality.
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